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Born in Gifu in 1979. Lives and works in Yamaga, Oita Prefecture.

M D [ B ORI 137 L — DAL A>T WS, Zhid
A D7D AT L —TEY D RLIZb DT,

ATV MY — IR, ZhEkS T T AL
KXo T ARV A T/ 7 u G Thiw, FDRERE
fah 224X =T HBENC LB B, SO, 207 L —H
D JE IS RGB (e =Jiith) o WIA% Y TTiitgs 35,
Foe 4 OWTHRAKO BRI L —THY 4d
5. FHIC 3D Tl afA—Y oLl hakic
2%,

FREZNLFIOL) =X TR, GoRY O fhLEiz TRt
LTENEHGHREL, W7z HICZAH 0 X5 25 BadfEL
Twitlbdhs,

ML Z DX I Gk, e, TR AR Y| TEEMK T 264
BRI, DL AL F 27 —REELMATHL, 20
{EICEoT, HiIcH 2 BED R 2 HIE L 72d D TH Y 7t
S, HEME L Tw200REEZE 723 X5 R4 -k A
A=Y DALHHND, TNODARX— VI HEE LEMK A W
Ladb, A7z b O ofiE%HHbIcLTHL,

MIFE P X2 EE AR ST CLic kY, di, BEML £, fif
Yl AR O oD Hiflp b it iz o k5 icilz s
DhEBELTORIIREHEAEHL LV, HOD RO
HEHELLE, 2R3 0RO 5 Y 5 i 2 e,
7 AL A D e ELIELIESE bhd o, Bl
HEDOBRE T CHOEMORREHETVELTOAL, Hl &
HYZMBIcH Y, GoORYORAPL hE RO TWSET
THRAFIRER, HRE S RIS EAR RS S, Mt
RoORASOHEALHPICES>TOS,

(Object)
2016 ‘4oLz b7 Vb

Object

2016, inkjet print

A grey forest extends in the backyard of Hata Naoyuki’s home, which he had
spray-painted for purposes of photographing.

By painting objects and plants in grey and then shooting them in color, the resulting
photographs neither have color nor are black-and-white, giving rise to images that
instill those who view them with a peculiar sensation. Furthermore, Hata also

hotographs these grey hromatic landscapes in RGB lighting (the three

p
primary colors of light). In doing so, although the color of each subject itself is
actually grey, an extremely vivid image is captured within the photograph.

In a previous series, Hata had also painted various items in his surroundings and used
them as subjects to create photographs that look like paintings. In this way, Hata
gradually introduces irregular operations to the basic elements that make up a
photograph, such as the subject, light, and camera. This operation creates mysterious

images that confuse those who look at them, even though they are indeed photograph
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of real and familiar things that exist in our surroundings. These images serve to reveal
the structure of our vision, while generating a feeling of surprise and strangeness.
Through repeatedly engaging in experiments of photography, Hata gains the fecling
as if thinking about what the world may look like from the perspective of
non-humans such as insects, machines, stones, and plants. When becoming aware of
the principle of one’s own perception, it is possible to imagine a different way of
recognizing it.

Although it is often said that rural areas are less culturally stimulating, Hata does not
feel much lack of information even within his current environment. He has countless
books to read, and simply gazing at the vegetation and insects around him enables
him to discover many things. While living in a mountain village rich in nature, Hata

every day quietly continues to confront the wonders of how the world is seen.
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I'm thinking about what it means for humans to see things using a machine known as the camera.

1

For example, humans refer to the gth of ly 400 t0 800

of electromagnetic waves as visible light,

and see things within the rage of these wavelengths.
Short wavelengths appear blue and long wavelengths appear red

because the human brain mechanically converts the wavelengths

received by the retina into "blue” or "red" and respectively projects them within one’s brain.
‘What this signifies is that we too, are simply looking at things

using the functions of the human eyes and brain.
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Hata also runs his own art space “genjitsu” (reality) in a corner of the local market under the
clevated railway of Beppu Station. In this livelihood space where shoppers come and go in

search of foodstuffs, he exhibits works that he is working on at that time. Sometimes passersby

notice his works, while sometimes they are overlooked and ignored. There are also times when

vegetables and fruit sold at the store next door are leaned up against his photographs. However,
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this kind of scene in which photographs that attempt to delve into the principle of perception
are scen naturally coexisting with a food store that s the basis of our livelihood, is not such a bad

sight to behold.




