FLr7szbtm=7

Olectronica

TS
JEENEF (1984 42k, |

(198444 KoriliEr) &
AWE) X BREM 2=,

Oletronica is an artist duo by KATO Ryo (born in Oita, 1984)
and KODAMA Junpei (born in Kumamoto, 1984), formed in 2009.
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Installacion view Olectronica have been developing activities based in Taketa City, Oita Prefecture,
under the theme of “artistic creation and everyday living.” Their work and practice
encompasses a wide range of genres and settings. Asides from producing sculptures,
they at times set up architectural structures in the city as a means to frame the
landscape, and at times travel around the streets with a stall to serve tea. In
“Olectronica LAND” they declared their workshop as an independent nation, and
created a monumental human figure as a symbol of their nation.

Taketa is a castle town surrounded by mountains on all sides, and is home to many
people who are engaged in various artistic practices, such as craft, design, and art. In
addition craftsmen and artisans traditionally based in the region, in recent years there
are many creators who have moved to live and work there. In consideration of this,
Olectronica initiated a project called “TAKETA ART CULTURE” in 2011 with the
aim of developing “things that are distinct and unique to Taketa.” It started in the
form of a self-organized small-scale art festival, which they continued to hold
annually until 2018, while developing its content through a repeated and ongoing

dialogue with the people of the town and obtaining their cooperation.

In 2017 they also launched “SARUTAKE Arts & Craft,” a project for developing

and selling craft products. Inviting experienced designers from outside the city, the
project aimed to create products while making use of the skills and sensibilities of
local creators in Taketa, while also establishing methods for their distribution.
Whether it is their own work or projects in collaboration with others, Olectronica
develops each activity in a realistic and practical way to formulate a unique cultural
environment centered on Taketa.
One of the representative works that they have continued to work on for a long time
is their “wood figure” series. The work does not strongly assert itself, but instead
creates an air of harmony while forming a moderate relationship with its
surroundings and environment. However, its existence to some degree transforms the
way the things around them are viewed and perceived. The human figures create
another sense of scale based on it, and result in situations and meanings that did not
exist before to emerge.

Olectronica’s presence in Taketa is perhaps slightly similar to the nature of this work.
Rather than overtly calling attention to themselves, they coexist in harmony with
what is already there, yet their presence undoubtedly creates a certain momentum in

that place and continue to give rise to new relationships.
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Activity on a street



